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Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Comparing World Religions Study 

History and General Information 

 The Jehovah’s Witnesses trace their history back to 1870, when American pastor Charles Taze Russell began to 

believe and teach that the return of Christ would happen in 1874 

 When nothing happened, Russell taught that Christ has actually returned invisibly and ushered in a new era of his 

reign that would culminate in 1914 

 With the support of friends and family, Russell founded Zion’s Watch Tower Society to publish his teachings 

 Though his teaching took a hit when 1914 came and went, his followers later grew in strength and number; 

Russell also increased in popularity through his subsequent writings 

 Over time, the Watchtower Society formed into a religion, electing Russell as the first pastor; He died in 1916, 

with the religion still in it infancy 

 After Russell’s death, the group splintered and divided  

 Jehovah’s Witnesses formed in 1931, with Joseph Franklin Rutherford as their leader 

 The religion is known today for its door-to-door evangelism and for promoting religious freedom in America 

(they are very influential in the legal aspects of this arena) 

Basic Beliefs 

 Charles Taze Russell had trouble reconciling the idea of God’s judgment with God’s mercy; his writings 

reflected his developing beliefs and became the foundational teachings for the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 Because he objected to the notion that God would save only a portion of all people, Russell concluded that prior 

interpretations of Scripture were incorrect 

 On the human soul, he taught that people are living souls but do not have living souls; thus, the soul does not live 

on after physical death 

  On death and hell, Russell denied the reality of hell; humans are not condemned to hell, but to death, and will 

be resurrected at the return of Jesus 

 All humans are born with inherited sin 

 God, because of his love, offers Jesus as hope for people 

 Anyone who does not believe will be annihilate, not sent to hell 

 On heaven, he taught that only 144,000 people would enter heaven with God 

 Beyond the 144,000, the religion teaches that God will provide a paradise for them on earth within which 

they will live forever under the reign of Christ as God’s appointed king 

 On God, Russell believed that God is the Father to all mankind, but not the Father to Jesus 

 God is worshiped as the Creator and Father of humanity 

 He is not omnipresent; he dwells in heaven alone 

 He is loving, kind, and merciful 

 It is necessary to use the name “Jehovah” in order to worship God properly 

 God’ uses his power and will, or Holy Spirit, to direct earthly affairs 
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 On Jesus, he taught that Jesus was not God, nor was he God’s Son (the way Christians understand it); Jesus was 

the first perfect human who gave up his life to compensate for the imperfections in all others; he initially came in 

physical form, but his second coming will be in spirit, such that only true believers will recognize it 

 Jesus is the first creation of God 

 He first lived in perfection alongside God in heaven 

 He was used by God in the creation of all else 

 He submitted to allow himself to go from heaven to earth and was placed in Mary’s womb by the power of 

the Holy Spirit 

 He lived perfectly, died for the imperfect, and was resurrected, then ascended to heaven with the promise 

that he would return to establish God’s kingdom 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jesus returned invisibly in 1914 

 In 1918, he began to resurrect the 144,000 from among the dead 

 In 1919, Jesus declared Jehovah’s Witnesses as the only true Christian religion 

 Despite his perfect life, Jesus is still considered inferior to Jehovah God 

 On Christianity, Russell taught that his group had exclusive insight to the correct interpretation of the Bible 

 On the Holy Spirit, Russell believed that the Holy Spirit is the manifestation of God’s power, but is not part of 

any Trinity 

 Russell also taught that certain dates were important 

 1879: the time of Jesus’ spiritual return; this time was evidenced by both advances (blessings) in science, 

technology, and knowledge and by increasing disputes and spiritual unrest, which culminated in World War 

I (1914) 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses forbid the celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, and national holidays 

 These are forbidden because it is believed that they originated from pagan influences and are not included in 

the Bible 

 Celebrating holidays can result in disfellowship 

 Only one religious holiday is observed, which corresponds with the Jewish Passover and commemorates 

Jesus’ last meal with the disciples 

 The religion also teaches that fidelity to a nation is a form of idolatry, so singing national anthem’s and 

reciting pledges to flags are prohibited, along with serving in the military 

Sacred Texts 
 In 1961, The Watchtower Society produced the New World Translation of the Bible 

Worship 

 Each congregation gathers in Kingdom hall meetings; they believe that the term “church” is reserved for the 

people, not the building 

 They meet three times each week for instruction, song, and prayer 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses take church discipline seriously 

 Idolatry is forbidden, as is honoring Mary, and mingling with other religions 
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A Response 

 Basics to remember: 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the Trinity, the deity of Jesus Christ, the bodily resurrection of Jesus, the deity of 

the Holy Spirit, the substitutionary and full atonement for sin by the death of Jesus (good works earn 

salvation for them) 

 Be completely sure of what the Bible teaches about the Trinity, Jesus’ deity and resurrection, the Holy Spirit, 

and salvation by grace through faith alone (not works) 

 If you hope to answer them, have a Bible verse/passage as the answer to these questions 

 The following is from the website of Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry (www.carm.org)  

 John 10:30-34 is a section of verses where the Pharisees say that Jesus is making Himself out to be God (v. 33). 

 "I and the Father are one. Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, 'I have 

shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?'  'We are not stoning 

you for any of these,' replied the Jews, 'but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.'" 

 You can say, "See, even the Jews knew He was claiming to be God. The Jehovah's Witness (if he's quick 

enough) will say something like, "Jesus wasn't God, the Jew's only thought that Jesus was claiming to be 

God." Then you can say, "Oh, I see. Then let me get this right. You agree with the Pharisees, Jesus wasn't 

God? Is that correct? The Jehovah's Witness will not like it that he agrees with a Pharisee. 

 Plurality in the Godhead 

 The following group of scriptures strongly suggests a plurality within the Godhead. These verses are 

translated correctly in the Jehovah's Witness Bible so you can encourage them to use it. The NIV is not as 

literal in its translation in the Amos verses, so I recommend using either the King James or the New 

American Standard Bible when doing your own. 

 Gen. 1:26, "Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness . . .'" 

 They will say that angels are the ones who helped God make man. However, there is no scriptural evidence 

for that. God is the only creator. 

 You can also take him to Col. 1:15-17 where it says that Jesus is the creator of all things--including man 

and Isaiah 44:24 where it says that God created the heavens and the earth all alone. 

 Gen. 19:24, "Then the LORD [Jehovah] rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the 

LORD [Jehovah] out of heaven." 

 Is this saying there are two Lords, two Jehovah's? 

 Amos 4:10-11, 'I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; I slew your young men by the 

sword along with your captured horses, and I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; yet 

you have not returned to Me,' declares the LORD. I overthrew you as God overthrew Sodom and 

Gomorrah . . . '" 

 Jehovah is the one talking and He says, "I overthrew you as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah..." 

Very interesting. 

 Isaiah 44:6, "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first 

and I am the last, and there is no God besides me . . . '" See also, Isaiah 48:16 

 If you are reading these verses to a Jehovah's Witness he might say something like, "Are you trying to 

show the Trinity from these verses?" You can then say, "You got the Trinity out of these?" 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col.%201.15-17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2044.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen.%2019.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Amos%204.10-11
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2044.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2048.16


 4 

Je
h

o
v
a

h
’s

 W
it

n
e

s
s
e

s
 |

 2
/
1

3
/
2

0
1

1
  

 These verses and others are more fully developed in The Plurality Study, which is a powerful tool for 

witnessing to the Witnesses. 

 John 20:25 says, "The other disciples therefore were saying to him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he said to 

them, 'Unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and 

put my hand into His side, I will not believe'" (NASB). 

 The Jehovah's Witnesses deny that Jesus was crucified on a cross. They say it happened on a torture stake 

where His wrists were put together over His head and a single nail was put through both. If that is true, then 

why does Thomas say "Unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails..." In the Greek the word used 

here for "nails", helos, is in the plural. Therefore, there was more than one nail used in the hands of the 

crucifixion of Christ. 

 First and Last 

 How many firsts and lasts are there? In the Bible God is called the first and last and so is Jesus. Since God 

says there is no God apart from Him and Jesus and God are both addressed by the same title, then that poses 

a problem for the Jehovah's Witness. 

 Isaiah 44:6, "This is what the LORD says -Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the 

first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God." 

 Revelation 1:8, "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is 

to come, the Almighty." 

 Revelation 1:17-18, "When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on 

me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold 

I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades." 

 Obviously, Rev. 1:17-18 can only refer to Jesus. 

 Revelation 22:12-13, "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone 

according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 

the End." 

 Here, both the "Alpha and the Omega" and the "First and the Last" are said to be one and the 

same. 

 Also, at this point go to Titus 2:13 where it says that Jesus is the one who is coming soon, therefore, 

Jesus and Jehovah are the same. 

 The Holy Spirit 

 Jehovah's Witnesses teach that the Holy Spirit is an active force like radar. They deny that He is alive and 

that He is a person. This is, of course, because they deny the Trinity. Yet, if the Holy Spirit is simply a force 

then... 

 Why is He called God (Acts 5:3-5)? 

 How is it that He can teach (John 14:26)? 

 How can He be blasphemed (Matt. 12:31,32)? 

 How can He be the one who comforts (Acts 9:31)? 

 How is it possible for Him to speak (Acts 28:25)? 

 How then can He be resisted (Acts 7:51)? 

 How can He be grieved (Eph. 4:30)? 

 How can He help us in our weaknesses (Rom. 8:26)? 

http://carm.org/christianity/miscellaneous-topics/plurality-study
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.25
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2044.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Revelation%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Revelation%201.17-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rev.%201.17-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Revelation%2022.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%205.3-5
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2014.26
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%2012.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2012.32
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%209.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2028.25
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%207.51
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%204.30
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%208.26
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 If the Holy Spirit is a force, then how is it possible that the above mentioned characteristics are 

attributed to Him? A force doesn't speak, teach, comfort, etc. 

 Nor can you blaspheme against a force. 

 The Resurrection of Jesus 

 The Jehovah's Witnesses deny the physical resurrection of Jesus. They say that if the sacrifice of Jesus were 

real then the body had to stay in the grave. They say that He rose in a spirit body. This body was a 

manifestation similar to the way angels manifested themselves in the Old Testament. 

 The problem with their view is that the angels were not incarnated.  That is they are not born of women. 

Jesus became a man by birth, therefore, He had a real, physical body, a permanent body. In fact, right now, 

Jesus is in heaven in the form of a man, though he is a glorified man.  Also, He still has two natures, God and 

man, and will eternally be in this state. 

 Jesus rose from the dead in the same body he died in.  For scriptural proof of this, consider the following 

verses. 

 In John 2:19-22 before the crucifixion Jesus said, "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 

up...He was speaking of the temple of His body." Since Jesus said He would raise the same body He 

died in, then it must be true. 

 This last verse is worth focusing on. Remember, Jesus said He would be the one to raise His body. 

So, it must be true. 

 John 20:27 - Jesus said to Thomas, "reach your finger...and put it into My side..." 

 If Jesus were not raised from the dead, then why did He have a physical body? 

 The Jehovah's Witnesses will reply that it was a temporary body materialized so the apostles would 

believe that He was raised. Yet, this is not what Jesus said in John 2:19-22. He said He would raise His 

very body. 

 Luke 24:39 - "a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have." 

 Jesus said that He had "flesh and bones" not "flesh and blood." This is important because flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 15:50).  The blood of Jesus was the sacrifice for 

sin (Rom. 5:9). It is the blood that cleanses us of our sin (Heb. 9:22). 

 The blood of Jesus was shed on the cross and so, most probably, Jesus doesn't have any functioning 

blood in His body. 

 Similarities between the Jehovah's Witnesses and the Pharisees: 

 The Pharisees denied the Trinity and the Deity of Christ, as do the JW's. 

 The Pharisees denied  the physical resurrection of Christ and salvation by grace alone, as do the JW's. 

 

 Sources: 
Handbook of Today’s Religions by Josh McDowell & 
Don Stewart 
Nelson’s Illustrated Guide to Religions, edited by 
James A. Beverley 
World Religions and What People Believe by Bryan 
McAnally 
So What’s the Difference? by Fritz Ridenour 
The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin 
www.carm.org 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%202.19-22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%202.19-22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2024.39
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%2015.50
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%209.22

